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1. Mask, South-East Boiken people, 
Sepik Plains, PNG. 


This is a quite extaordinary mask, fine and 
old, having an oval face with strong 
overhanging brow, defined oval eyes and a 
triangular nose that hangs off the brow. The 
bar across the back of the mask has gone, on 
its cane binding extant. The mask was held 
tightly against the dancer's face, by his 
clamping his teeth on this bar, with the mask 
itself mounted on a woven dance costume. 
Ex-Michael Hamson 


46x21x19cm 


$ 12,000 


2. Ritual Mask made of Tree Moss, Jimi Valley, Western Highlands, 
PNG. 


Moss masks, called Peng Mund, are used in clan ceremonies to represent spirits 
of the mountains, or spirits of the dead. It is made of compacted rainforest moss, 
in helmut form, and defined using job's tear (coix) seeds, boar tusks and red 
feathers. Highland masks are generally described as "ephemeral" - and used only 
once. 

The dancer's body also would be covered with sheets of mossand appear totally 
"other-worldly". This particular mask was described as representing an evil 
female spirit called Kurr-amp (devil woman) who eats human flesh. 

This mask was one of several used in ceremony in the Jimi Valley, and collected 
as a group around 2003. One of this collection is ex-Jolika coll, and published in 
"Art of the New Guinea Highlands" pp 348. 


51x 45 x 28 cm 


$ 4,500 


3. Shield, Mendi Valley, Southern Highlands, PNG. 


An expressive red figure dominates the shield, having fıne detail, and 
(unusually) a penis. The penis is an insult to the enemy. Several arrow heads are 
embedded. Unusually also the eyes and mouth are carved, with the mouth cut 
through, possibly forming a viewing hole. It is made of warr, a lighter wood, but 
having a tight grain, that holds any arrows that hit it quite strongly. 
Ex-Queensland private collection; purchased from a New Guinea patrol officer 
in 1972 


118 x 31 cm 


$ 6,000 


4. TWO MASKS FROM VANUATU 


a) Ritual Mask, Malekula, Vanuatu. Ex-Judith Wood collection. Mid-20thC. 
Fine, evocative mask made of leaves, clay and spider-web. It was most robably 
mounted on a pole in ceremony, rather than worn, painted in orange and blue, 
with two large pig tusks. 


b) Dance Mask, depicting shark spirit, Malekula, Vanuatu. This is quite a rare 


mask, with few in collections. One can be found in the St Louis Museum, USA. 
Ex-German coll, ex-Mark Lissauer, Melbourne. Early 20thC 


a) 20x25x24 cm $ 3,000 


b) 73x29 x 22 cm $ 3,000 


5. THREE PAPUAN GULF OBJECTS 


a) Bullroarer, Papuan Gulf. Collected by Thomas Schultze- 
Westrum 


b) Titehebia Figure, Goagari Is, Papuan Gulf. Mid-20thC. Very hard and thin 
wood, most probably carved from a broken canoe paddle. 


c) Elema Hohao Figure, Papuan Gulf. Mid-20thC. Probably made from the 
side of a large canoe. 

a) 56x 5cm 

b) 82x24cm 


c) 93x14cm 


a) $ 1,200 
b) $ 2,000 


c) $ 1,600 


6. Shield, Upper Lai Valley, Southern Highlands, PNG. 


Shields from the Upper Lai Valley are oval in shape, have developed a quite 
unique form, found nowhere else. Vague figures - whether ancestral or 
spirits is not fully understood - emerge from a colored painted background. 
They do not carve their shields, like those of the Mendi Valley. 

The shield has several layers of color, predominantly red and white, but 
beneath can be seen traces of blue, probably from an earlier design. This is 
common on old shields, as they can be used over several generations, and a 
new owner repaints his shield. 

The small spike at the top would have a feather spike attached during 
warfare. This is an old shield, with the back showing use in warfare. The 
edges of the shield have developed a patina over the years. The Upper Lai 
Valley is very remote, with no roads in this region; tribal fighting, using 
shields and traditional weapons, has survived here well into the 21st 
Century." 


159 x 59 cm 


$ 5,000 


7. PAINTED TAPA, Nakanai, East New Britain, PNG. 


There is very little information about Nakanai painted tapa. They are 
invariably described as used in funeral rights, which were elaborate and lasted 
many days. Large painted tapa, Nakanai. Early 20thC. 

This piece is one of the earliest large Nakanai tapas ever collected, by Elsa 
Dunmall, who spent 2 years living in New Britain 1923-1924. These were used 
as shrouds over the body, or possibly as capes; there is not enough reliable 
information to be sure. The tassles on the upper end suggest perhaps a cape, 
but no such tassles exist on any in museum collections (unless trimmed by the 
collectors ). The face is stretched outwards in the centre to make the tapa 
quite 3-dimensional. It entered the collection of her son, William Dunmall ( 
1928-1996), who is best known for a large Australian Aboriginal collection. 
The son had several other Nakanai tapa all attributed to the New Britain 
plantation owner, Edward Tull in 1960s His large collection of mainly 
Aboriginal artefacts was displayed at the Urimbirra Museum, Harvey Bay, 
Queensland. After his death in 1996, the collection was inherited by William 
Dunmal's niece. 


146x76x8cm 


$ 6,000 


8. PAINTED TAPA, Nakanai, East New Britain, PNG. 


There is very little information about Nakanai painted tapa. They are 
invariably described as used in funeral rights, which were elaborate and 
lasted many days. 

Smaller painted tapa, Tolai. Mid-20thC. This also is related to funeral 
ceremonies, with detailed segmented images. One motif appearsto be ofa 
DukDuk spirit. On the back Dunmall has written: "Duk Duk burial shroud, 
Rabaul. from Mr Tull, Cooroy. Q 1964." 


114 x 47 cm 


$ 1,500 


9. Shield, Wahgi Valley, Western Highlands, PNG. 


This is a fine old shield. It has various layers of paint when viewed closely; 
and a a woven cane top edge, using very fine cane-work. The white painted 
design is unusual, having the typical circle in the center, then a multitude 
radiating points, that may suggest an anthropomorphic form (with multitude 
of arms and legs ), or alternatively a "Sun" motif, with radiating rays. 


164 x 69 cm 


$ 6,000 


10. Woven Dance Mask's PNG 


a) Woven Dance Mask, BABA, Abelam, PNG. 

Surmounted by enormous cockatoo beak; bright red pigments. Olsd and 
very well made. From a private Australian collection c. 1973 - 

74. 


b) Woven Dance Mask, Sassoya region, Prince Alexander Mts. 
The body of the male dancer is covered with a long grass skirt. Quite rare 
mask. 


c) Woven Dance Mask, BABA, Abelam, PNG. 
Very finely woven and blackened by smaoke.. One large section on left 
side has been expertly village repaired 


a) 39 x 24 x 48 cm $ 3,000 
b) 39x 18 x 18 cm $ 2,400 
c) 35x 28 x 36 cm $ 2,000 


11. YAM MASKS, Abelam people, Sepik region, PNG. 
They are essentially fertility masks, attached to large yams duringthe 
harvest festival ceremony. The growing of these large yams is closely 


related to spiritual power. 


Back row: 
a) Yam mask, unusual green, fine and tightly woven, 


b) Yam mask, very detailed, with fine weaving, and a backing of cassowary 
feathers. 


c) Large yam mask, with strong prominent nose, bold colours, fine and 
tightly woven. 


Front Row: d) e) f) set of three small yam masks. 


back row (height) front row (height) 
a) 19cm $800 d) 13cm $400 
b) 30 cm $ 1,000 e) 11cm $ 300 


c) 33cm $ 1,200 f) 15cm $500 


12. THREE WOOD YAM MASKS, Jabenko, Wosera, Southern 
Abelam, PNG. 


a) Wooden Yam Mask, Wosera, PNG. Ex-Michael 
Hamson. 


b) Wooden Yam Mask, Wosera, PNG. Note the wooden handle on the back 
of the mask. Ex-Barabara Perry coll, Sydney c. 1968. 


c) Wooden Yam Mask, Wosera, PNG. 


a) 27x14x6cm $ 1,200 
b) 33x 12x 6cm $ 1,400 


c) 25x11x5cm $ 1,000 


13. Woven Headdress PNG 


a) Woven Headdress, cassowary feathers RIMBU, Kewa people, Southern 
Highlands, PNG. 

Worn by Bigmen in the Rimbu Indali Dance, a very regimented, stomping 
display of clan strength and solidarity. Such dances are held only at huge 
tribal gatherings accompanied by feasting. 

b) Woven Headdress, cassowary feathers, Abelam people, PNG. 


Worn by male dancers at initiations and yam lining ceremonies. Painted both 
sides. 


a) 66x 28x 28 cm 


b) 54x85 cm 


a) $ 2,800 


b) $ 1,400 


ف 


ا 


14. TWO FEMALE FIGURES, Murik Lakes, Sepik River, 
PNG 


These two figures were obviously carved by the same artist. And almost 
certainly they were used by one woman, a priestess-type person who 
acquires certain powers of prophecy. 

Such women will use a small female figure in rituals that need special 
communion with the spirits. Mid-20thC, circa 1940s-1950s. 


a) 34x 12x 15 cm $ 1800 


b) 36x 12x 17 cm $ 1800 


15. TWO CEREMONIAL BARK BELTS, Papua New 
Guinea. 


a) Bark Belt, Wahgi Valley, Western Highlands, PNG. Deeply engraved 
with small triangular designs, painted red; conus shell tie buttons. 


b) Bark belt, Papuan Gulf. Engraved, highlighted with white lime. 


a) 16x 30 diam $ 1,600 


b) 12x 23 diam $ 1,200 


16. PREHISTORIC STONE FIGURES, Enga, New Guinea 
Highlands. 


The first two were collected by Ron Ingle, an Australian geologist working 
for Dawsett Engineering in Enga 1962 - 63. 


a) Stone head, part of a pestle, Enga. Ex-Ingle coll, Australia c. 1962-63 
b) Stone Figure, zoomorphic form, Enga. Ex-Ingle coll, Australia 


c) Stone bird, part of pestle, PNG Highlands. ex-Daalder coll, Adelaide, 
collected by an Australian patrol officer 1960s 


a) 14x5x10cm $2,400 
b) 22x11x 15cm $ 4,500 


c) 10x6x 12cm $ 2,200 


17. Fighting Shield, Warrumbi, Mendi Valley. 


Early contact period: This is an older shield, with the edges of the shield are 
also well-patinated. It is carved from the wood generally reserved for 
shields, called ""warr"". 

Shields from the Mendi Valley are oval in shape, with the motif's form 
engraved into the surface of the shield, made up of triangles, circles and 
semi-circles. The design is ‘abstract’ and most shield owners maintain the 
design has no meaning, or copies what their ancestors did. 

But there are in fact several levels of meaning contained within the shield 
design. Its simplest interpretation is of a face, with strong red eyes, 
emphasized by white lines around. 

Above the “eyes” is a headband, surmounted by a headdress (the two large 
white triangles). The red semi-circles in the lower half define an abstract 
figure, with arms and legs apart. Also, it has been interpreted as landscape, 
depicting mountains, hills and the hamlet. " 


130 x 43 cm 


$ 4,500 


18. TWO ABORIGINAL SHIELDS, Wunda, Kimberleys,Western 
Australia. 


Wunda were parrying shields, to deflect spears or other weaponswith quick 
decisive movement. 


a) Finely carved on the front with zig-zag motif and the back with circular 
forms, painted in earth ochres. 19th/ early 20th 
Century. 


b) Carved on the front with zig-zag designs, chiselled on the back. early 20th 
Century 


a) 83x14x6cm 


b) 68x13x5cm 


a) $ 2,800 


b) $ 1,400 


19. TWO DANCE MASKS, Sassoya, Prince Alexander 
Mountains, PNG. 


These masks are used in what are essentially fertility ceremonies, to 
encourage garden growth and success in hunting, but only at peaceful 
times. 


a) Eye Mask, representing an owl spirit, Sassoya, PNG 


b) Eye Mask, representing an owl spirit, Sassoya, PNG. 


a) 29x29x23cm $ 1,500 


b) 29x25x 19 cm $ 1,500 
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20. RITUAL OBJECTS, Nukuma, Washkuk Hills, Upper Sepik 
River, PNG 


a) Ritual Pottery Figure, used during Yina fertilty harvest ceremonies. 


b) Ritual Pottery Figure, used in Mindja fertility harvest ceremonies; the 
holes around the base suggest it was mounted and tied on. 


c) Ritual wooden figure of 3 yams with faces. Rarely seen and excact 
purpose unknown, but used in one of the three Nukuma fertlity rituals. 


a) 24x 11x 13cm $ 1,800 
b) 25x17x17cm $ 2,200 


c) 18x 13x 13cm $ 900 


21. BODY ORNAMENTS, West Sepik( Sandaun ( , PNG. 


a) Breast Pectoral, Wawapu, coastal Aitape region, PNG. Early 

20thC. A strong cane framework, and co-joined split pig tusks overlaid by 
red seeds. Rare and no longer made. ex-Daalder coll, 

Adelaide. 


b) Man's Loin Cloth, Torocelli Mtountains, PNG. Mid-20thC. Tapa cloth, 
heavily stitched with nassa shells and split coix seed tassels. Rare. 


a) 25x23cm $ 1,500 


b) 55x21cm $900 


22. PRE-CONTACT POTTERY OBJECTS, Yuat River estuary. 
These are found at ancient village sites, often excavated while making 
gardens; made in 19thC or earlier as present inhabitants have no knowledge 
ofthem. 


a) Pottery Mask, Yuat River estuary. 


b) Pottery container with two faces. Referred to as "poison pot"; but more 
likely made to contain substances or liquids for magic / sorcery. 


c) Pottery head, fragment of a larger object, possibly a bowl or dish 


d) Pottery head, fragment of a larger object, possibly a bowl or dish 


a) 11x8x6cm $500 
b) 18x12x8cm $ 1,500 
c) 7x6x5cm $450 


d) 7x9x5cm $450 


23. 


a) Ceremonial Lime 
Container, Rai Coast, 
Morobe, PNG. 


Shell encrusted gourd, ornate 
cassowary bone spatula. Rawa 
people, Finisterre Ranges. 


b) Spoon, Admiralty 
Islands, PNG. 

Coconut with handle finely 
carved both front and back. 


Early 20thC. ex-Daalder 
collection, Adelaide. 


a) 39x 6 diam cm 


b) 43x6x9cm 


a) $ 1,200 


b) $ 1,500 


24. Shield, April River, Upper Sepik River, PNG. 


This is a large beautifully carved shield, collected in the Upper Sepik River in 
the 1960s. It was originally in the collection of Arshak Galstun, manager of the 
Angoram hotel, who brought his large collection to Australia in the early 
1970s. 

The design is typical of April River, with curvilinear designs, surrounded by 
strong triangular motifs that follow the form of the shield. 

Shields in the Upper Sepik, with its lack of 3-dimensional figures were equated 
with ancestors, and kept both in the Men's House or decorated its front, 
protecetd under a wide verandah. 


191x66 cm 


$ 4,500 


25. TWO CANOE BAILERS, TROBRIAND ISLANDS, 
PNG. 


Canoe bailers, used throughout the Massim region, are elegant utilitarian 
objects which, when mounted vertically, become very mask-like. 


a) Canoe Bailer, rounded top with fine engravings. Ex-Dr John Yu 
collection. 


b) Canoe Bailer. Geometric form painted red and blue, ex-Dr John Yu coll, 
Sydney 
a) 35x16x9cm 


b) 47x 18 x 10 cm 


a) $850 


b) $ 1,000 


26. TWO RITUAL FIGURES, Mendi Valley, Southern 
Highlands, PNG. C.1970s 

These figures, made of cane, bamboo and tightly bound pandanus leaves 
and decoated similar to those they portray are often referred to as 
"payback dolls", reputedly made of people whose death must be 


avenged. Some collected earlier in the 1960s ) by Stan Moriarty )seem 
to be more connected with male and female cult rituals. 


a) 87x18x 11 cm 


b) 82x18x9cm 


$ 2,400 pair 


27. Fighting Shield, Nembi Valley, Southern Highlands, PNG. 


Shields from the Nembi Valley are oval in shape, and generally painted in 
geometric motifs made up of triangles, circles and semi-circles, though 
sometimes also incorporating an abstract figure. They are generally not 
carved like is often found in Mendi Valley shields 

This shield is particularly interesting as all geometric motifs are absent, 
and a bold abstract figure, essentially a slim torso with raised arms and 
spread legs, dominates the painted surface. It appears to have been 
renewed several times duringits lifetime. 

The wood is a hardwood, probably carved from fel, a timber generally used 
only by fight leaders. 


146 x 50 cm 


$ 5,000 


28. FIVE MELANESIAN COMBS. 

a) Solomon Islands. Pearlshell inlay.. 19th/ early 20thC. 

b) Geelvink Bay, West Papua. Engraved bamboo. Early 20thC. Ex-Yu coll. 
c) Solomon Islands, Pearlshell inlay. 19th / early 20thC. 

d) Abelam, Sepik River, PNG. ex-Elizabeth Pryce collection, Sydney. 


e) Abelam, Sepik River, PNG. ex-Elizabeth Pryce collection, Sydney. 


a) 27cm $950 
b) 25cm $450 
c) 32cm $ 1,200 
d) 25cm $600 


e) 19cm $600 


29. CEREMONIAL BODY ORNAMENTS, New Guinea 
Highlands 


a) Headband, Kamano people, Eastern Highlands. Used in both warfare and 
ceremony, to keep dreadlocks off the face. Cassowary quill spikes. 


b) Beard Decorations, Wahgi Valley, PNG. Cuscus teeth. Inserted by male 
dancers in their beards during ceremony. ( not beard combs as sometimes 
descibed) 

a) 47x25cm $900 


b) 17x3cm $600 
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30. YAM MASKS, Abelam people, Sepik region, PNG. 
They are essentially fertility masks, attached to large yams during the 
harvest festival ceremony. The growing of these large yams is closely 


related to spiritual power. 


Back row: 
a) Yam mask, fine and elegant with good coloration. 


b) Large yam mask, balck and red, surmounted by feathers from ***. 
c) yam mask, old and tightly woven, yellow with red eyes. 


Front row: 
d) yam mask, tall and slim, mainly red and white. 


e) yam mask, unusally wide, with yellow face. 


back row front 

$600 row $500 
a) 17cm d) 22cm 

$ 1200 $450 
b) 37 cm e) 18cm 

$ 1,000 


c) 39 cm 


31. FOUR PREHISTORIC STONE AXE BLADES, various 
locations. 


a) Greenstone, Lake Sentani, West Papua. 
b) Variagated cream and brown, Nembi Valley, Southern Highlands, PNG. 
c) Dark green stone, Wahgi Valley, Western Highlands, PNG. 


d) Ancient stone adze, knob and grooved, New Britain, PNG. 


a) 25x8cm $600 
b) 21x11cm $450 
c) 21x8cm $400 
d) 15x10cm $750 
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32. TWO ANCESTOR 
FIGURES, Lower Sepik 
River C. 1950s- 
1960s 


a) Ancestor Figure, Lower Sepik 
River. Collected c 1960 by Peter 
Mann in the Angoram 

area. 


b) Ancestor Figure, Lower Sepik 
River, possibly Yuat River. 
Collected early 1970s, but most 
probably 20-30 years older. 


a) 47x11x10cm 


b) 40x11x9cm 


a) $ 1,400 


b) $ 1,400 


33. THREE PREHISTORIC STONE AXE BLADES, various 
locations. 


a) Large dark greenstone axe blade, (beku) Massim, Trobriand 
Islands. They are important valuables in Kula exchange, for bride wealth, 
and canoe purchase. Also used in garden magic. 


b) Mottled geen blade, Lake Sentani, West Papua. 


c) Ovoid club head, used as magic stone, Nembi Valley, Southern 
Highlands. 


a) 24x12.5 cm $ 1,000 
b) 18x6.5cm $400 


c) 19x 14cm $600 


34. Shield, Wahgi Valley "The Phantom", Western Highlands, 
PNG. 


This Phantom shield only came to light recently from a private NSW 
collection. It was collected by the original owner in 2009 or 2010 near 
Banz, in the Western Highlands. "Man Who Cannot Die" is written across 
the shield. 

There is also details of many animals - amonkey, the Phantom's dog, and 
his residence, the Skull Cave, suggesting the artist (who is unknown) had 
access to Phantom comics. 

The newsagency stores in Mt Hagen regularly sold Phantom comics thet 
were imported from the Australian publisher, Frew Productions in Sydney. 


167x64cm 


$ 6,500 
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THREE OCEANIC PAINTED TAPA CLOTHS 


a) PAINTED TAPA, Omie people, Mt Lamington foothills, Oro Province, 
PNG. 

Used ceremonially and as bark capes, the deisgns of the Omie are complex 
and detailed. They have many colours in their taps, notably more than any 
other group in the Pacific. Artist: 

Size: 120x76cm 

Price: $ 900 


b) PAINTED TAPA, Lake Sentani, West Papua, Indonesia. 

The depiction of the pregnant spirit is quite rare and, here, done superbly 
well. This tapa is from the 1970-1980 period. 

Size: 117x71cm 
Price: $800 


c) PAINTED TAPA, Kamano 
people, Eastern Highlands, 
PNG 

Painted tapa become dance 
capes, or when mounted on 
light bamboo framework, 
carried as dance emblems. This 
particular motif, two 
segmented circles depicts the 
Sun, a primal creator of the 
world and mankind. 

Size: 127x98cm 

Price: $700 


Chris Boylan Oceanic Art 
cboylan@tpg.com.aı 


Phone: +61 405 093 7 


The End 


Crumpy Wombat.... Sydney Australia. 


